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In brief

Core point: U.S. policy now designates named Muslim Brotherhood chapters rather than the movement as a whole.1

On the record: Executive Order 14362 was signed on November 24, 2025; Federal Register notices listing Lebanon’s

chapter as a Foreign Terrorist Organization appeared on January 14, 2026, and Sudan’s on March 16, 2026.2

Also listed: State and Treasury listed the Lebanese, Jordanian and Egyptian chapters as Specially Designated Global

Terrorists for support to Hamas.3

Allied practice: Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain have long banned the Brotherhood as a terrorist

organization; Jordan banned it in mid-2025.4

Open file: Yemen’s Islah party, co-founded by a cleric Treasury designated in 2004, has denied Brotherhood ties four

times since 2013.5

The designation record
Executive Order 14362, “Designation of Certain Muslim Brotherhood Chapters as Foreign Terrorist Organizations and

Specially Designated Global Terrorists,” was signed on November 24, 2025, and published on November 28.6 The State

Department’s Federal Register notices followed: the Lebanese Muslim Brotherhood as a Foreign Terrorist Organization and,

with Muhammad Faqzi Taqqosh, as Specially Designated Global Terrorists, both published on January 14, 2026.7 A notice

designating the Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood followed on March 16, 2026.8

Treasury said the listed branches “purport to be legitimate civic organizations” but “explicitly and enthusiastically support

terrorist groups like Hamas.” Secretary of State Marco Rubio called the designations “the opening actions of an ongoing,

sustained effort.”9
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The case and the counter-case
Earlier listings already covered Brotherhood offshoots, including Hamas and Liwa al-Thawra.10 MEF authors argued for

designating the whole movement, founded in 1928, on the grounds that its ideology and charities feed terrorist groups.11

Opponents have argued the reverse. Former State Department specialist Michele Dunne wrote in 2019 that joining countries

that designate “for political reasons” would erode U.S. credibility, and William McCants and Benjamin Wittes argued the

Brotherhood is “too diffuse and diverse to characterize.”12

MEF’s Sam Westrop notes a longer arc: by 2009 the federal government had halted prosecutions of Muslim Brotherhood and

Hamas networks.13

Branches and money outside the listings
Yemen. Islah co-founder Abd al-Majid al-Zindani was designated by Treasury in January 2004; Treasury designated Al-

Hasan Ali Ali Abkar, head of Islah’s al-Jawf branch, in December 2016. Islah has denied Brotherhood ties in 2013, 2016,

2018 and September 2025.14 MEF’s Michael Rubin reports Saudi backing for Islah after the executive order (analysis).15

Turkey. Trend GYO, designated by Treasury as 75 percent owned by Hamas, trades on the Borsa Istanbul under the ticker 

TDGYO.16

Legislative record
S. 2293, the Muslim Brotherhood Terrorist Designation Act of 2025, was introduced on July 15, 2025, and referred to the

Committee on Foreign Relations.17

Questions for oversight
What criteria does the State Department apply in deciding which national chapters meet the statutory standard, and

which chapters remain under review?

How does Treasury distinguish the designated chapters from charities and companies that share their leaders or funding?

What is the current assessment of Islah, given the 2004 designation of its co-founder and the 2016 designation of a

branch head?

How are publicly traded companies designated for Hamas ownership, such as Trend GYO, handled with allied market

regulators?

How are evidence and listing criteria coordinated with Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Jordan?

What reporting to Congress accompanies listings under Executive Order 14362, and on what schedule?
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